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women in postcolonial societies. Guillermina Mekuy’s 

Transcultural Bodies: Comparative Approach to Dissident ‘Minor’ Women’s 



–

opens a pathway to understand how Mekuy envisions a space for women’s 

societies. Stiwanism advocates for women’s active participation in politics, 

’s work resides in the fact that, as Serie McDougal 

The word “feminist” is 



–

This essay examines how Mekuy’s 

constraints and explores how the characters’ responses resonate with the 

frameworks, this analysis highlights the novel’s multi

situates Mekuy’s work within the broader discourse of Afro

centrality of family and cultural identity in the sisters’ resistance. Second, it 

analyzes the novel’s alignment with Stiwa

novel’s portrayal of African women and their struggles for liberation. 

[…] an ideology created and designed for all women of African 



–

present how Mekuy’s three principal characters follow some of these 

The first two principles of Hudson’s theory are Self

of the father’s authoritarian rule. Their

by challenging her father’s oppressive control and questioning the restrictive 
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beyond the label of “obedient daughter”. This can be seen in the dialogue she 

daughter…

against their parents’ domination. Though less vocal than María Fátima, 

compliant, initially seems to accept her father’s

dominada, hija…



–

accident, stating that “

we are an accident, but I will never let despair fill our souls.”

societal norms that limit women’s autonomy in Equatorial Guinean society

through her strategic use of charm submitting to the parents’ expectations 

carve out her identity by observing her sisters’ struggles. 

The sisters’ journeys highlight the importance of reclaiming identity within 
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complex the sisters’ relation with their parents became as they grew up, they 

of conflict. The sisters’ interactions with their father and with each other 

she has for her sister in those words: “

[…]”

postcolonial Equatorial Guinea. The father’s strict adherence to colonial 

f colonization on African families’ 

structure. The sisters’ struggles to assert their autonomy while maintaining 
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it revolved about Catholicism and African traditional values. The girls’ father 

with the expectations imposed upon them. The father’s frequent use of 

ween his rigid worldview and the sisters’ emerging 
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at times. The girls’ connection to spirituality reflects the Africana 

of adversity. María Fátima’s rejection of her father’s authority is also a 

the most compliant sister, her spiritual journey initially mirrors her father’s 

orial Guinea’s postcolonial society, spirituality in 

colonial Catholic influences. The sisters’ spiritual struggles reflect the 

Africana Womanism’s emphasis on spirituali

of flexible roles through her dual identity as both a rebel against her father’s 

rigid authority and a protector of her sisters’ freedom. She challenges the 



–

family, balancing her father’s expectations with her sisters’ growing desire 

even as they evolve. She uses her charm to subvert her father’s control, 

her’s rules showcases the weight of traditional roles. However, her 
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dictated by her father’s religious beliefs remarking at an early age that the 

ng of strength. María Lourdes navigates her father’s 

ngth. The sisters’ private conversations, where they share 

Guillermina Mekuy’s novel 



–

their father’s rigid expectations an

narrative, not only as a source of tension with their father’s strict Catholicism 



–

[…] wanted to stress the fact that what we want in Africa is 

“feminism” itself’ seems to be 

somehow threatening.” 

Africans people who can’t understand the 

analyze Mekuy’s novel through the Stiwanism lens, we will put the focus on 

shouldn’t be treated as second class citizens which in Mekuy’s novel is the 

s and their father affirms that: “

”

lament on the fact that they couldn’t have any male child. This is something 
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of the father’s rigid control over the sisters’ lives, we see that each of them in 

in women’s lives through their active involvement in social, political, and 

ncrete change. María Fátima’s defiance and María Lourdes’ negotiation 

with their father’s expectations highlight women’s agency in seeking 

rejecting her father’s



–

illustrate how women’s active parti

, the father’s colonial Catholicism represents a form of neocolonial 

lingering effects of colonialism. The sisters’ differing responses to their 

father’s authority also underscore the complex ways in which African 

father's expectations further. María Fátima’s resistance is directly tied to her 

understanding of this colonial legacy. She challenges not just her father’s 
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contrasts with the struggles of the sisters. The family’s social position affords 

that shape the sisters’ lives. These

their personal autonomy, cultural identity, and social roles. The father’s strict 

sisters’ potential and autonomy. As the sisters challenge their father’s 
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transformation that includes women’s v

explores women’s agency, and advocates for cultural relevance in the fight 



–

sisters' defiance against their father’s patriarchal rule in order to seek their 

that women’s lives cannot be isolated from one another, and that social 

paths differ, seek for material transformations in their lives. María Fátima’s 

resisting oppression. María Lourdes’ more strategic approach demonstrates 

within existing structures. Finally, María Inmaculada’s gradual journey 
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shows through the sisters’ lives how

points of each theory. The fact that we did not find any analysis of Mekuy’s 

perspectives. The sisters’ story and this work provide a meaningful reflection 
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