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SINOPSE

Este ensaio etnografico (MALINOVSKI, 1978) tem como
objetivo analisar as dindmicas sociais, econdmicas

e simbdlicas observadas durante o Dia de Finados

no ano de 2024. A pesquisa busca compreender

as interagoes entre os visitantes, comerciantes e
trabalhadores, bem como a organizagdo cemiterial

e os rituais funebres praticados no cemitério (REIS,
1991). A chegada ao campo ocorreu pouco antes das
cinco horas, e a iluminacao natural do amanhecer foi
considerada para a composi¢ao das imagens.

A disposi¢ao espacial dos comerciantes revelou

uma organizagao estruturada conforme os diferentes
acessos ao local. A fotografia do local se tornou uma
ferramenta essencial no trabalho etnografico: foi
essencial para registrar e colaborou na andlise dos
dados, de acordo com o pensamento de Landa et al
(2014). A pesquisa identificou a relevancia econbmica
e social do comércio durante o evento, caracterizado
tanto pela venda de itens simbdlicos quanto pela
interacdo entre vendedores e visitantes. Foram
realizadas entrevistas exploratérias com comerciantes,
gue destacaram a importancia da data para a
geracao de renda. Observou-se também a presenca
de trabalhadores de servigos essenciais, como
vendedores ambulantes e equipes de limpeza, cuja
atuacao estruturava o funcionamento do espaco.

O aumento gradual do fluxo de visitantes foi registrado
a partir das seis horas, coincidindo com o inicio das
celebragdes religiosas. Foram identificadas diferentes
formas de homenagem aos mortos, variando desde
grandes arranjos florais até o acendimento de

velas individuais. Destacou-se um didlogo sobre a
extingdo do sepultamento em igrejas, evidenciando

discussdes sobre distingdes sociais nos espagos
funerérios (ARIES, 1981). Trés aspectos especificos
foram analisados: a auséncia de sinalizagcdo adequada,
comprometendo a orientagdo dos visitantes; a cruz
central do cemitério como ponto de convergéncia

de praticas religiosas diversas; e 0 aumento na
quantidade de velas, interpretadas como simbolos

de memoria e conexao espiritual. Uma observacgao
relevante foi o estado de deterioracéo de uma estatua
de Jesus, abandonada entre os tumulos, evidenciando
um possivel descaso com a manutenc¢ao do espacgo
funerario. A reacao verbalizada de um visitante - «Cadé
a administracao? Jesus esta no chao...» - reforgou a
carga simbdlica da cena, além de uma dimensao de
sujeira (DOUGLAS, 1976).

A documentacéao fotografica e as observacoes
realizadas permitiram compreender a intersecao
entre praticas rituais, economia da morte e dindmicas
socioculturais do Dia de Finados. Os registros
coletados contribuem para a analise da relagdo

entre memoaria, mercado e religiao no contexto
funerario urbano. Dessa forma, a percep¢ao da
dindmica social que envolve o cemitério com suas
praticas socioculturais esta associada ao contexto
histdrico vivenciado, e as relagdes construidas entre
os individuos ajudaram a compreender o espaco do
cemitério ndao apenas como lugar de morte, mas,
principalmente, como espaco de vida, atividade social,
memoria e continuidade simbdlica. Neste contexto, os
enlutados resistem no fortalecimento de suas praticas
culturais mesmo em meio a solidao de vivenciar esse
dia (SILVA, 2021).

Palavras-chaves | antropologia da morte; dia de
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REFERENCIAS

SYNOPSI

This ethnographic essay (MALINOVSKI, 1978) aims to
analyze the social, economic and symbolic dynamics
observed during All Souls’ Day in the year 2024. The
research seeks to understand the interactions between
visitors, traders and workers, as well as the cemetery
organization and funeral rituals practiced in the cemetery
(REIS, 1991).

The arrival at the field occurred shortly before five o’clock,
and the images captured had the natural lighting of dawn
being considered for the composition of the images. The
spatial arrangement of the traders revealed a structured
organization according to the different accesses to the
site. Photography of the site became an essential tool

in the ethnographic work, it was essential to record and
collaborated in the analysis of the data, according to the
thinking of Landa et al (2014).

The research identified the economic and social relevance
of commerce during the event, characterized both by the
sale of symbolic items and by the interaction between
vendors and visitors. Exploratory interviews were
conducted with merchants, who highlighted the importance
of the date for generating income. The presence of essential
service workers, such as street vendors and cleaning crews,
whose work structured the functioning of the space, was
also observed.

The gradual increase in the flow of visitors was recorded
after six o'clock, coinciding with the beginning of religious
celebrations. Different forms of tribute to the dead were
identified, ranging from large floral arrangements to the
lighting of individual candles. A dialogue about the abolition
of burial in churches stood out, highlighting discussions
about social distinctions in funeral spaces (ARIES, 1981).
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FICHA TECNICA

Three specific aspects were analyzed: the lack of adequate
signage, compromising the orientation of visitors; the
central cross of the cemetery as a point of convergence

of diverse religious practices; and the increase in the
number of candles, interpreted as symbols of memory

and spiritual connection. A relevant observation was the
state of deterioration of a statue of Jesus, abandoned
among the tombs, evidencing a possible neglect of the
maintenance of the funeral space. The verbalized reaction
of a visitor - «Where's the administration? Jesus is on the
floor..» - reinforced the symbolic charge of the scene, and a
dimension of dirt (DOUGLAS, 1976).

The photographic documentation and observations made

it possible to understand the intersection between ritual
practices, the economy of death, and the sociocultural
dynamics of All Souls’ Day. The collected records contribute
to the analysis of the relationship between memory, market,
and religion in the urban funeral context. In this way, the
perception of the social dynamics that involve the cemetery
with its sociocultural practices is associated with the
historical context experienced, and the relationships built
between individuals helped to understand the cemetery
space not only as a place of death, but mainly as a space of
life, social activity, memory, and symbolic continuity, where
the mourners resist strengthening their cultural practices
even with all the forms of the scenario of loneliness of
experiencing this day (SILVA, 2021).
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