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ABSTRACT

Objective: to map the application of nursing diagnoses used in the context of Primary Health Care.
Method: this is a scoping review, based on the methodological perspective of the JBI Institute
Franciela Delazeri Carlotto? Reviewers Manual, which included articles published in English, Spanish or Portuguese, between
2003 and 2023, from 4 virtual libraries. Data analysis was performed using descriptive statistics and
thematic description. Results: 52 studies from six countries were included. The findings were divided
into three categories of analysis: Challenges for the implementation of nursing diagnoses in Primary
Health Care (PHC); Potential for the use of nursing diagnoses in PHC; and Creation and
Nikole Martins de Figueiredo* development of nursing diagnoses and terminology subsets for PHC. Final considerations: the use
of nursing Diagnoses can qualify the work in PHC, and its implementation should be discussed in
light of multiprofessionality.

Keywords: Nursing diagnosis; Nursing process; Primary health care; Standardized nursing
terminology; Public health nursing

Rafael Cerva Melo'

Daniel Magno Galdino®

Andriws Lara Bario®
Deise Lisboa Riquinho®

RESUMO
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RESUMEN
Objetivo: mapear la aplicacion de diagnésticos de enfermeria utilizados en el contexto de la
Atencion Primaria de Salud. Método: se trata de una revision de alcance, basada en la perspectiva

Corresponding author metodoldgica del Manual de Revisores del Instituto JBI, que incluyd articulos publicados en inglés,
Name: Rafael Cerva Melo espafiol o portugués, entre 2003 y 2023, de 4 bibliotecas virtuales. El andlisis de datos se realizo
E-mail: rafael.cerva@ufrgs.br mediante estadistica descriptiva y descripcién tematica. Resultados: se incluyeron 52 estudios de

seis paises. Los hallazgos se dividieron en tres categorias de analisis, Desafios para la implantacion
de diagndsticos de enfermeria en la Atencién Primaria de Salud (APS); Potencialidades para el uso
de diagndsticos de enfermeria en la APS y Creacién y desarrollo de diagnésticos de enfermeria y
subconjuntos terminoldgicos para la APS. Consideraciones finales: el uso de Diagndsticos de
Enfermeria puede mejorar la calidad del trabajo en la APS, y hay que discutir su implementacién
desde la perspectiva del trabajo multidisciplinario.

Descriptores: Diagnéstico de enfermeria; Proceso de enfermeria; Atencién primaria de salud;
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Introduction

The Nursing Process (NP) structures the professional and scientific practice of
nursing, involving a series of interconnected dynamic actions grounded in a set of values
and beliefs, from a technical-scientific perspective within the field." The first known
description of the NP in the literature was provided by Yura and Walsh in 1967,? based on
the discussion of organizing nursing work within the context of mental health. Since then,
nursing practice based on the NP perspective has advanced both in
theoretical-methodological contexts and in professional practice,® with particular emphasis
on Nursing Diagnosis (ND), the most recognized stage due to the classification systems
NANDA-I® or CIPE®, which are distinct ND classifications.

NDs can be defined as a clinical judgment regarding the health needs of an
individual, family, or community. Within the NP context, it is oftentimes viewed as the
second stage or even as an isolated list of titles.*

According to the Federal Nursing Council, Nursing professionals' activities
concerning methods, personnel and tools enable operationalizing the NP.> In this sense,
thinking about the Nursing practice means considering care organized through the NP
framework, based on theory for data collection, identification of needs, planning of
interventions and evaluation of outcomes derived from this process.

The Family Health Strategy (FHS) represents the reorganization and
implementation of the Unified Health System (Sistema Unico de Saude, SUS), playing a
fundamental role in these settings for the prevention, promotion, recovery and
rehabilitation of the health of individuals, families and communities, coordinating actions to
address the health-disease process. Nurses' work in Primary Health Care (PHC) has been
marked by a set of complex activities, ranging from clinical care to management tasks, the
latter occupying a significant portion of their working time.®’

Although the literature highlights the potential of NDs to consolidate Nursing work in
PHC and improve health outcomes for the population served, some incompatibility
remains between using NDs and nurses' professional responsibilities in this setting. It is
also worth noting that the NP has historically been more effectively consolidated in
hospital-based care.® Even in care protocols aimed at Nursing work in PHC published by
the Ministry of Health, they are rarely structured from the NP perspective.

Studies on nurses' practice in PHC® do not emphasize the NP. However, the focus
on this topic is generally restricted to studies specifically addressing this subject matter.
Even so, the literature describes that teams have some limited understanding of the NP,

recognizing its importance for improving work quality in PHC. Although the debate on the
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application and development of NDs is growing, there is still a need to develop diagnostic
skills among Nursing professionals and enhance their use in practical work contexts.
Insufficient knowledge remains one of the main challenges reported by nurses for using
NDs in PHC settings." It is crucial to address this issue in the literature to highlight the
need for a broader perspective on the use of NDs in the PHC context. No review studies
were found in the international literature addressing this topic.

Given the above, this article aims at mapping the application of Nursing diagnoses

used in the Primary Health Care context.

Method

This is a scoping review developed based on the methodological guidelines set
forth in the JBI Institute Reviewers Manual.” This type of study is characterized by an
exploratory review of the literature.”™ According to the method, the following stages were
followed: Identification of the research question; Inclusion criteria; Search strategy; Data
extraction; and Presentation of results.' The optional consultation step was not used in
this study.

The research question was formulated using the PCC method (Population,
Concept, Context),’? as follows: Population, nurses; Concept, application of Nursing
diagnoses; and Context, Primary Health Care in the international scope. The guiding
question was the following one: How are Nursing diagnoses applied and utilized in the
Primary Health Care context internationally?

Selection of the articles was carried out based on eligibility criteria. The inclusion
criteria were as follows: articles discussing how Nursing diagnoses are used in Primary
Health Care, published between 2003 and 2023 in English, Spanish or Portuguese. The
selected languages were chosen based on reading feasibility for the researchers. The
selected time frame relates to the volume of published studies and to the possibilities for
analysis within a review article.

Duplicate studies, reviews, editorials, theses, dissertations and books were
excluded, as we understood that the material available in the articles was compatible with
the study objectives, even if some of them highlighted studies outside the PHC setting.

The databases and virtual libraries used for the search were as follows: Scientific
Electronic Library Online (SciELO), National Library of Medicine (PubMed and Web of
Science), Scopus and Google Scholar. Databases such as Scopus and CINAHL were not
included intentionally, as the topic is quite extensive and a decision was made to use the

databases with the highest number of publications at the time the search strategies were
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applied. The controlled descriptors recommended by the Health Sciences Descriptors
(Descritores em Ciéncias da Saude, DeCS) and Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) were
used: Nursing Diagnosis and Primary Health Care, as well as their equivalents in
Portuguese and Spanish. The search strategy utilized the definitions of each database and
Boolean operators, with the following combinations: (Nursing Diagnosis OR Diagndstico
de Enfermeria OR Diagndstico de Enfermagem) AND (Primary Health Care OR Atencion
Primaria de Salud OR Atengdo Primaria a Saude). The searches were conducted in
June 2023, on a single day.

The recommendations set forth in the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic
Reviews and Meta-Analyses extension for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR)™ were
followed. The studies were pre-selected based on reading their titles and abstracts, and
the final study sample was reached after a full-text review of the pre-selected articles, as
shown in the flowchart presented in Figure 1.

Two independent reviewers blindly assessed the titles and abstracts against the
established inclusion criteria. Subsequently, the full texts of potentially relevant studies
were meticulously analyzed by the same reviewers, also in relation to the inclusion criteria.
Full-text studies that did not meet the inclusion criteria were excluded. In cases of
disagreements between the reviewers at any stage of the selection process, these
discrepancies were solved through discussion or, when necessary, with the intervention of

a third reviewer experienced in the subject matter.

-
DOI: 10.5205/1981-8963.2025.263807 @® cCBY 4.0



Revista de Enfermagem UFPE on line

Eligibility J [ Analysis [Identification

Number of articles
identified in the databases
(n=395)

l

Number of articles analyzed

Excluded due to duplicity,

_ — titles and abstracts
(n=395) (n=340)
Number of articles analyzed Excluded for not dealing
through full-reading — with pertinent content

ISSN: 1981-8963

(n=55) (n=3)
\J l
[
o Number of articles Main reasons to exclude articles:
E included in the review —=| reviews, theses, dissertations,
E (n=52) editorials and books
e/

Figure 1 - Flowchart of the study selection process according to PRISMA-ScR (2018).

Data extraction from the articles selected was performed using a structured
instrument created in Google Sheets, including author's name, year of publication, study
locus, objective, methodology and main results.’ For the presentation of results, a table
was created with the main characteristics of the studies, allowing grouping the data
obtained for further discussion. The data analysis was conducted through descriptive
statistics and thematic description, based on an extensive reading of the findings from the
articles selected.

No similar review studies were found that align with what is being proposed here.
the scoping review protocol was registered with

For registration

DOI: 10.17605/OSF.IO/H7QPU.

purposes,

Results

After the evaluation and selection process of the articles, 52 studies were included
in this review, published between 2003 and 2023, consistent with the stated objective. The
results are presented in a table, highlighting their main characteristics. Three categories

emerged from the analysis of the articles selected, namely: Challenges for implementing
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Nursing diagnoses in PHC; Potential for using Nursing diagnoses in PHC; and Creation
and development of Nursing diagnoses and terminology subsets for PHC.

The highest number of publications (n=6) was found in 2016, 2019, 2020 and 2021,
followed by 2013 and 2022 (n=4). Regarding the use of taxonomies, NANDA-I (n=25),
CIPE (n=21), Omaha System (n=1) and both NANDA-I and CIPE (n=1) were utilized. As
for the countries where the studies were conducted, most of them were carried out in
Brazil (n=36), followed by Spain (n=12), Cuba (n=1), Chile (n=1), Sweden (n=1) and the
United States (n=1). In terms of approach, the majority were quantitative (n=36), followed

by qualitative (n=14) and mixed-methods (n=1).

Table 1 - Description of the information from the studies included.

Taxonomy Authors Methodology
Country (Year)
NANDA-I Gache et al. Longitudinal, descriptive, qualitative.
Cuba (2003)
Not specified Tornvall et al. Cross-sectional, quantitative study.
Sweden(2004)
NANDA-I Alves et al. Cross-sectional, quantitative study.
Brazil (2006)
NANDA-I Casado et al. Reflective, qualitative study.
Spain ( 2007)
CIPE Apostalico et al. Exploratory descriptive study, based on
Brazil (2007) the Praxic Nursing Intervention Theory
in Collective Health.
NANDA-I Brito et al, Cross-sectional observational study with
Spain ( 2009) a quantitative approach.
Omaha System Hong et al. Retrospective descriptive study with a
USA (2009) quantitative approach.
CIPE Egry et al. Reflective, qualitative study.
Brazil (2009)
NANDA-I Freitas et al. Database-based supplementary study,
Brazil (2011) with a quantitative approach.
NANDA-I Aguilar et al. Retrospective observational study with a
Spain ( 2011) quantitative approach.
NANDA-I Araujo et al. Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
Brazil (2012) approach.
CIPE Brito et al. Experience report with a qualitative
Brazil (2013) approach.
CIPE Apostélico et al. Case study, descriptive and qualitative.

Brazil (2013)
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NANDA-I

CIPE
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CIPE and

NANDA-I

CIPE

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

NANDA-I
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Alves et al.
Brazil (2013)

Oliveira et al
Brazil (2013)
Luciano et al.

Brazil (2014)

Almeida et al.
Brazil (2016)

Clares et al.
Brazil (2016)
Giordano et al.

Chile (2016)

Pedro et al.
Spain ( 2016)

Mazzo et al.
Brazil (2016)

Goris et al.
Spain ( 2016)

Apostélico et al.

Brazil (2017)

Sampaio et al.
Brazil (2017)

Kahl et al.
Brazil (2018)

Ribeiro et al.
Brazil (2018)

Costa et al.
Brazil (2018)

Gutierrez et al.
Spain (2018)

Rodrigues et al.

Brazil (2019)

Mota et al.
Brazil (2019)

Enrique et al.
Spain (2019)

Alvaro et al.
Spain (2019)

Santos et al.
Brazil (2019)

ISSN: 1981-8963

Experience report with a qualitative
approach.

Methodological study with a quantitative
approach.
Diagnosis validation.

Descriptive, retrospective study with a
quantitative approach.

Experience report with a qualitative
approach.

Descriptive study with a quantitative
approach.
Development: Nursing diagnosis.

Experience report with a qualitative
approach.

Content validation study with experts.
Methodological study with a quantitative
approach.

Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Exploratory study with a quantitative
approach.

Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Qualitative research, based on the
Grounded Theory.

Descriptive-exploratory research with a
quantitative approach.

Descriptive, analytical and quantitative
study.

Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Descriptive research with a quantitative
approach.

Uncontrolled quantitative clinical trial.
Exploratory, quantitative study.
Flowchart construction with experts.

Retrospective epidemiological study
with a quantitative approach.

Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.
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CIPE

CIPE

NANDA-I

CIPE

NANDA-I

CIPE

Not specified

Not specified

Not specified

CIPE

CIPE

CIPE

CIPE

NANDA-I

CIPE

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

NANDA-I

Silva et al.
Brazil (2020)

Barra et al.
Brazil (2020)

Morais et al
Brazil (2020)

Siega et al.
Brazil (2020)

Miguel
Spain (2020)

Costa et al.
Brazil (2020)

Pérez-Rivas et al.

Spain ( 2020)

Garcia et al.
Brazil (2021)

Junior et al.
Brazil (2021)

Costa et al
Brazil (2021)

Silva et al.
Brazil (2021)

Zocche et al.
Brazil (2021)
Santos et al.

Brazil (2021)

Severina et al.
Brazil (2022)

Silva et al.
Brazil (2022)

Cavalcante et al.

Brazil (2022)

Alves et al.
Brazil (2022)

Krepker et al.
Brazil (2023)

Fernandez et al.
Spain ( 2023)
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Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Methodological and validation study.
Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Methodological study with a quantitative
approach.

Delphi methodology with a quantitative
approach.

Methodological study with a quantitative
approach.
Diagnostic accuracy.

Cross-sectional descriptive study with a
quantitative approach.

Descriptive study with a quantitative
approach.

Documentary, retrospective and
quantitative study.

Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Methodological research with a
quantitative approach.

Qualitative research.
Validation and construction of a Nursing
consultation instrument.
Methodological, quantitative study.
Cross-sectional study with a quantitative

approach.

Methodological study with a quantitative
approach.

Cross-sectional study with a quantitative
approach.

Case study with a qualitative approach.
Methodological study, with qualitative
and quantitative approaches.

Retrospective, with a
quantitative approach.
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NANDA-I: North American Nursing Diagnosis Association International. CIPE: International

Classification for Nursing Practice.

Challenges for implementing Nursing diagnoses in PHC

The literature shows that most NDs are incorporated into the NP. Nevertheless,
there are challenges related to theoretical knowledge about the NP, incomplete Nursing
consultation records, use of diagnoses focused on biological aspects, and difficulties
accessing diagnoses.

A Cuban study'™ evaluated the team's preparedness to apply the NP and
demonstrated that, although nurses used correct and high-quality NDs, they faced
theoretical knowledge gaps regarding the NP. Additionally, a study by Ribeiro and
Padoveze' assessed nurses' perceptions regarding the NP, with reports highlighting lack
of academic training and preparation for its use in PHC. Some studies also reveal errors in
the use of NDs. In the study by Sampaio et al.,"”” conducted through Nursing consultations
for patients with hypertension and diabetes, difficulties were identified in prioritizing
problem-focused diagnoses, with higher prevalence of risk-related diagnoses. Errors were
also found by Apostdlico et al.,"® who identified challenges in defining NDs related to child
domestic violence, mainly due to the standardization of Nursing care focused on
identifying clinical and biological problems.

Some studies pointed out incompleteness of Nursing consultation records, with
greater difficulties related to NDs.'?? A study by Garcia et al.?' evaluated 314 Nursing
records in PHC and showed that only 62.2% contained NDs. Corroborating this result,
another study analyzed 190 Nursing records in charts of patient with tuberculosis and
found that 88.9% did not include NDs, 66.8% lacked evaluations and 60.5% omitted data
collection.?? Moreover, one study demonstrated that, even when a diagnosis was included,
defining characteristics, related factors or risk factors were not provided.?® Toérnvall,
Wilhelmsson and Wahren' reported that, in addition to incomplete records, there was
predominance of diagnoses considered medical.

Furthermore, some articles also report that use of the diagnoses is limited to
biological needs."-'8%"23 |n prenatal consultations, Costa et al.?® identified that most NDs
addressed psychobiological needs, with a small proportion related to psychosocial needs
and none related to psycho-spiritual needs. Similarly, Garcia et al.?" evaluated 314 Nursing
consultation records with diverse populations and also identified predominance of

biological diagnoses.
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Another challenge in using NDs in PHC relates to the need for quick responses and
constant decision-making due to time constraints and high service demand. Thus, nurses
reported needing easily accessible informational resources and quick responses to ease

adherence to using NDs.**

Potential for using Nursing diagnoses in PHC

This category highlights successful experiences and strategies that enhanced or
eased the use of NDs in the practice, as well as study findings reasserting the critical role
of NDs in the PHC context.

Initially, the value of using NDs, along with the other NP stages, stands out as an
essential element for qualifying nurses' performance. The NP is recognized as a crucial
component of nurses' clinical practice,? while NDs serve as indicators of care needs and
nurses' professional practice. In this sense, using NDs in PHC involves activities that help
define and value nurses' work, as well as delineate the practice scope exclusive to
Nursing.'®?* Despite the aforementioned challenges, one study'® highlighted that Nursing
teams recognize the use of the Systematization of Nursing Care (SNC) and the NP stages
as important for planning the Nursing practice, enabling standardized language and
valuing this practice through documentation. This corroborates the findings of a Cuban
study,'® which emphasized the high incidence of correct ND application in their experience.

Regarding the relationship between applying the NP and using NDs and PHC users'
quality of life, a statistically significant difference was observed in adherence to systemic
arterial hypertension treatment after Nursing interventions, which were conducted both
individually and collectively. Practices related to "Readiness for Enhanced Therapeutic
Regimen Management" and "Sedentary Lifestyle" emerged as the most prevalent NDs.?
Similarly, studies on the application of NDs in caring for people with chronic diseases such
as Diabetes Mellitus and Systemic Arterial Hypertension and their impact on quality of life
stand out.""#"2°

In this category, it is relevant to highlight several studies®*" that addressed the
potential of using protocols, flowcharts, practice guidance tools, standardized care plans
and technology integration in implementing, consolidating and qualifying how NDs are
used in the PHC practice. Building facilitators for targeted ND application encourages their
use in daily work in this care setting, enabling continuous practice guided by the NP.

In the context of elderly population health care, the "Risk of Falls" diagnosis,
combined with other instruments, represented an important strategy for identifying intrinsic

and extrinsic factors contributing to falls in this population.®® Likewise, in the
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post-discharge context, the application of NDs focused on functionality and users' ability to
perform activities stands out.*® The "Risk of Falls" diagnosis was frequent in the
Spanish context.°

In a Chilean experience report,*' the authors highlighted that applying the NP and
using NDs in the health care service of a family unit were related to better planning and
health performance, showing the usefulness of using the Nursing process in
family studies.

Another relevant theme that emerged was studies related to the application and
frequency of NDs in specific population segments, particularly with the application of
descriptive prevalence studies of NDs, where the thematic organization of NDs is
associated in the literature with a better interpretation of the ND application scenario. A
cross-sectional study conducted in Spain*? identified Acute Pain, Ineffective Therapeutic
Regimen Management, Risk of Infection, Chronic Pain, Imbalanced Nutrition, Anxiety,
Impaired Skin Integrity, Risk of Falls, Risk of Unstable Blood Glucose and Caregiver Role
Strain as the most frequent NDs from the NANDA-I taxonomy in the PHC context. In the
United States, a study addressing interventions and NDs according to the Omaha System
taxonomy described applications in vulnerable populations, where diagnoses in the
physiological domain were the most frequent.*?

The highest number of studies related to NDs was observed in maternal
breastfeeding follow-up and child health care.’®4**® In maternal follow-up, one study
addressed NDs for postpartum women,*® while another®® focused on the use of CIPE®
diagnoses in prenatal care, where most of them addressed psychobiological needs

involving nutrition, hydration, elimination and exercise and physical activity needs.

Creation and development of Nursing diagnoses and terminology subsets for PHC
The identification of individual needs in PHC, considering the sociocultural reality of
each country, stimulates the development and reassessment of Nursing diagnoses within
the taxonomies used. This section presents studies that address both the development
(creation and validation) of Nursing diagnoses and of terminology subsets for taxonomies.
During the review of terms and concepts relevant to nurses' practice in PHC, it is
possible to identify those not included in related databases, as well as to formulate
diagnoses pertinent to the needs observed by nurses during Nursing consultations.*
Constructing Nursing diagnostic statements contributes to improving standard

languages/taxonomies, as PHC clinical nurses must observe the health needs of those
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they serve based on clinical reasoning. In this way, effective and practice-related
diagnoses are essential for continuity of the Nursing process.®"’

When validating diagnoses, those that encompass a balance between biological,
psychological and social spheres are prioritized. To this end, expert nurses'
technical-scientific knowledge level for validation requires integrating the care reality with
expertise related to the topic under study. In turn, expert evaluation allows indicating
possible diagnoses according to the PHC reality.>

The validation of diagnoses in the aforementioned studies enables their
implementation in PHC care practices. Thus, their definition assists in care planning
through information organization. In this way, they can be understood and identified by
their specificity and proximity to the PHC reality, with "priority" or "high priority" diagnoses
as those that encompass multiple aspects of the patients' sociodemographic
characteristics. The review of diagnoses also allows for restructuring elements and
bridging the gap between theory and practice.*

The development of a terminology subset enables defining diagnoses and
interventions relevant to a specific group, conceptually organized, supporting care based
on careful assessment. The validation of a subset by nurses brings diagnoses closer to the

clinical practice, considering compatibility with nurses' experiences.?"4%%3

Discussion

The findings of this review reassert the relevance of the NP and the application of
NDs for qualified professional practice in the PHC context. On the one hand, there are
challenges to applying NDs in PHC, ranging from professionals' knowledge for correct
application and recording of stages to adequacy of ND taxonomies for this context. On the
other hand, the literature highlights a series of potentials for their application. The herein
studies reviewed seem to link application of appropriate NDs to the clinical practice with
improved decision-making by nurses in their work process and, consequently, in the
service users' quality of life.

Along with the organization of protocols and workflows for applying these
diagnoses, the creation of specific nomenclatures and NDs for PHC is a strategy pointed
out to enhance and streamline the NP, favoring its consolidation. These findings align
closely with those reported in another recent review study,* where the authors discuss the
importance of NDs for a practice focused on basic human needs, overcoming the
disease-centered approach. It is worth noting that the nomenclatures traditionally used in

Nursing have been more oriented toward hospital practice, except for those that

-
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underwent specific adaptation processes, such as the International Classification for
Nursing Practice in Collective Health (ICNPCH) and the International Classification of
Primary Care (ICPC).

In this sense, thinking about how to adapt nomenclatures that advance particularly
in collective care and self-care issues can improve the use of NDs. It is therefore important
to revisit the Nursing work process in PHC, described in the literature as comprehensive,
encompassing dimensions of both collective and individual care at various life cycle stages
and across diverse sociocultural contexts.® Even so, it is worth noting that Nursing
consultations are the most common form of clinical practice in this context, as highlighted
by a cross-sectional study.®®

A relevant issue to highlight is the difficulty correlating and establishing dialogue
between the nomenclatures used in ND taxonomies and those from other professional
fields. NANDA-I/NIC/NOC and CIPE/CIPESC lack the potential for communication with
other professional categories, which poses a challenge in coordinating work within PHC.%
Coordination among various professionals is essential for comprehensive care in PHC and
has been discussed in the national literature.>” Similarly, international debates emphasize
the importance of interprofessional collaboration and of adopting a broader perspective on
health needs.*®%°

The consolidation of ND taxonomies in the PHC context requires a deep and
necessary discussion about language and care practice adaptations, guided by the
longitudinal and holistic nature of care, which is largely the potential of PHC.

Despite the breadth of this article, encompassing studies conducted in different
realities, the authors acknowledge the limitation referring to predominance of studies from
Western countries, especially in the Americas (particularly Brazil). Thus, an expanded
discussion addressing the realities of nations with different systems and primary care
organization was not feasible. This article aims at contributing to the clinical practice in
PHC by presenting knowledge developed regarding the application of NDs in a relatively
understudied context, which is crucial for developing standardized Nursing languages.

Aggregation of this information allows for an understanding of where Nursing
currently stands in terms of creating, developing, reviewing and maintaining Nursing
diagnoses in PHC. The challenges of implementing NDs in PHC do not negate the
potential of this practice; in fact, using NDs proves effective and necessary, given the

specificity of the PHC context.
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Final Considerations

The consolidation of standardized languages in describing health/disease issues
may not only enhance Nursing care processes but also ease the implementation of
records that enable interdisciplinary dialogue within PHC. Identifying the needs of
individuals served in primary care is a fundamental part of implementing the NP, and using
NDs tailored to the PHC reality contributes to clinical nurses' practice as well as to more
accurate care for those using these services.

This study successfully identified general trends regarding how NDs are used in
PHC, including their application and existing gaps hindering their consolidation. No
scoping reviews as broad as the current one were found in the literature reviewed. Despite
the challenges raised regarding the use of NDs in PHC, it is understood that this
discussion holds potential for strengthening Nursing practices and, to a large extent, for

enhancing Brazilian PHC, a field led by Nursing care.
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